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INNOVATION

Fostering Cross-Border Collaboration: Advancing Innovation Agencies
Networks and Commercialization Efforts

Call for Expressions of Interest - IAA NETWORK MEMBERS ONLY

Submission Deadline: 16th July 2025, 23:00 (GMT/UTC+2)

About the Innovation Agencies in Africa Network

The Innovation Agencies in Africa Network (IAA) is a collaborative initiative among African
Innovation Agencies. It was established to address key systemic challenges facing National
InNnovation Agencies in Africa. These challenges include policy incoherence, limited
collaboration, capacity constraints, and insufficient funding, all of which hinder the growth
and effectiveness of the African innovation ecosystem.

Overview of the Joint Collaborative Programme 1

The Innovation Agencies in Africa (IAA) Network, is pleased to invite its members to submit
an Expression of Interest (EOI) to participate in the Pilot Joint Collaborative Programme 1
(JCPT). This EOI Is an important step towards building a co-created, participatory process
where innovation agencies across Africa and partners come together to define shared
priorities, develop joint projects and mobilise resources for regional innovation.

JP1, led by the National Commission on Research, Science, and Technology (NCRST) under
Work Package Two (WP2) addresses the critical need for enhanced cross-border
collaboration to tackle Africa’s pressing challenges, by offering network members the
opportunity to co-design and pilot a commercialisation pathway for one selected market-
ready innovation, enabling its expansion into at least one African country.

Expected Outcomes - Why Participate in the EOI?

This initiative will ease regulatory barriers, promote smoother market entry, and facilitate
technology transfer across countries. Ultimately, the JCP1 will contribute to economic
growth, job creation, and inclusive development by accelerating the regional scaling of
homegrown innovations, reinforcing Africa’s position as proactive drivers of innovation-led
development.

JCP1Thematic Areas
The programme focuses on three key thematic areas:

@{} Green Innovation: Solutions promoting environmental sustainability, renewable
energy, and climate resilience.

% Digital Innovation: Technologies leveraging digital tools, Al, and data-driven
solutions to address societal challenges.

@ Inclusive Innovation: Initiatives ensuring equitable access to innovation benefits,
particularly for underserved communities.
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thematic interests.
Who can apply?

All IAA Network member agencies are eligible and encouraged to express their interest,
especially those committed to joint collaboration, willing to co-develop and implement
INnNnovation activities, and ready to contribute to the programme’s success.

How to submit your Expression of Interest?

Please complete the online EOl Form and submit it by 16th July 2025, 23:00 GMT/UTC+2)
on

If you have questions about the submission process, please contact.
Maria-Magdalena Mberema via email: ifo@ncrst.na or Phone number: +264 61 431 7000/92.

Please note:

e This EOIl is not a funding application but an invitation to join a collaborative
process to shape the programme’s design, focus areas, and resource needs.

e All members are strongly encouraged to share their interests, as this will help us
better understand which opportunities others in the network can leverage.

e This shared insight will support collaboration, idea exchange, and meaningful
contributions as we co-create our first collaborative programme.

- ( o — RESEARCH, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY UNNBEFRSI'I'Y
Foundation \ ¥ BHEN R EBRe

Kenya National Innovation Agency

y U
National g / ) ¥ ‘i : P
Research i NCRST Kengia



https://forms.office.com/r/GRfnRZMfgU

